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SUMMARY -  NOTICE OF PREPARATION
STATE ROUTE 156 IN SAN BENITO COUNTY – WIDEN TO FOUR LANES NEAR

HOLLISTER

05-SBt-156, KP 4.8/12.9 (PM 3.0/8.0)

From the Alameda in San Juan Bautista to 1.2 km (0.7 mi) east of Mitchell/Union Road near Hollister.

Proposed Action:

Widen Route 156 from two lanes to four lanes.

Programming:

The project is programmed in the 2002 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) with
Interregional Improvement Program (IIP) funds of $4,362,000 for support and $3,770,000 for Right of
Way.  The total project cost is $31,411,000 with additional funding to come from the 2004 STIP.
Construction is scheduled to begin in FY 2004/05.

Alternatives Being Considered:

 No-build
 Construction of a four-lane conventional highway
 Construction of a four-lane expressway with two two-lane frontage roads
 Construction of a four-lane expressway with one two-lane frontage road and access easements
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Potential Significant Environmental Effects:

• Impacts to cultural resources
• Impacts to farmlands
• Change in the visual character of the area

Proposed Measures to Minimize Harm:

• Modify alternatives to avoid or reduce impacts to cultural resources
• Purchase Farmland Conservation Easements to offset farmland impact
• Replant where appropriate and maintain visual character to extent possible












